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P&O Cruises Australia has flagged a return to cruising at the end of May, with the launch of a new 2022
program of sailings from Sydney, Brisbane, Adelaide and Melbourne.

The  move  follows  the  Federal  Government’s  decision  to  lift  the  cruise  ban  from  April  17  –  a  major
development and the first critical step to enable cruising and its contribution to the national economy to
resume after the two-year suspension of operations.

The next important step is for state governments to reopen their ports to cruise ships.  Discussions are
progressing with Commonwealth and the eastern states to finalise a set of health protocols and guidelines
ahead of a re-start.

P&O  Cruises  President  Marguerite  Fitzgerald  said  the  cruise  line  was  excited  to  be  working  towards
re-starting operations on May 31, 2022, subject to government approval, and had begun preparations for the
staggered return of its three-ship fleet and crew.

“We’ll  be working closely with government agencies on our return which will  see us visit about 20 ports
around the country after an absence of more than two years,” Ms Fitzgerald said.

“Australia has long been one of the world’s strongest cruise markets and as the nation’s only home-grown
cruise line we are thrilled at the thought that our loyal guests will be travelling with us again very soon.”

Ms Fitzgerald said the rolling pause in cruising over the past two years meant the cruise line had to revise its
deployment schedule for 2022 to ensure it could restart operations smoothly.

Under the new program, Australian cruising will now resume when Pacific Explorer sails from Sydney on
May 31 on a four-night roundtrip cruise to Brisbane, where the ship is scheduled to make the first call at the
city’s new cruise terminal on June 2. 

Pacific Explorer will then sail from Sydney on a series of Queensland and South Pacific cruises until late
October,  replacing  Pacific  Adventure’s  scheduled  program.  While  most  cruise  itineraries  will  remain
unaltered by the change of ships, a 10-night cruise to Vanuatu departing June 1 has been replaced with
three shorter domestic cruises.

Pacific Adventure will now begin her maiden season of cruises from Sydney on October 22, when Pacific
Explorer  will  sail  to  Adelaide  for  a  new  mini-season  of  four  cruises.  Pacific  Explorer  will  redeploy  to
Melbourne in November for three months, before returning to Adelaide in February 2023 for a longer season
of nine cruises.

Meanwhile, the Brisbane debut of Pacific Encounter has been rescheduled from June 4 to August 20, 2022,
prompting the cancellation of 15 cruises.

Ms Fitzgerald  said  the cruise line deeply  regretted the cancellation of  the cruises and any changes to
itineraries, and apologised to all affected customers.

“Unfortunately, the shifting landscape over the past two years made it very difficult for us to anticipate when
and where we would return to cruising.  Now we have more clarity and growing confidence, we have reset
our plans to stagger the resumption of cruising in a way that enables us to bring our ships and crew back to



Australia as smoothly as possible.”

Ms Fitzgerald said P&O would be working closely with agents and affected guests to explain the changes
and rebook them on new cruises.

The cruise line will  also liaise closely with the governments of Fiji,  New Caledonia and Vanuatu on the
planned return of cruising to those countries in the second half of this year.

“Our new schedule anticipates a return to the South Pacific from August, but we will be working closely with
governments throughout the region, as well as our industry partners, to ensure this is possible and that we
meet all local protocols,” Ms Fitzgerald said.

She said  the cruise line looked forward to  supporting its  suppliers  across fresh produce,  maritime and
logistics,  entertainment,  shore  tours  and  travel  agency  once  again  and  to  contribute  to  economies
throughout Australia.

Guests whose bookings are affected by today’s announcement will be notified of the options available either
directly or via their appointed travel agent.

 

Guests can track the progress of their future cruise credit, booking transfer, or refund request via the tracking
tool found on P&O’s website at www.pocruises.com.au.

For more information visit pocruises.com.au, call 13 24 94 or see a licensed travel agent.
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