Holland America Line's Westerdam Explores Eight Iconic Countries in Asia During 2019-20 Season
May 13, 2019
The 1,964-guest ship offers itineraries from 13 to 16 days across the region
SEATTLE, May 13, 2019 /PRNewswire/ -- The cosmopolitan cities and rich traditions of the Far East unfold for guests on Holland America
Line'sWesterdam when the ship embarks on its 2019-20 season in Asia. From September 2019 through April 2020, Westerdam extensively explores
Cambodia, China, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam on cruises ranging from 13 to 16 nights.
Departing from Yokohama (Tokyo), Japan; Hong Kong and Shanghai, China; and Singapore, the contrasts between the ancient and the modern come
to life as cultures steeped in tradition collide with soaring skyscrapers and bustling capitals. Nine different itineraries showcase the magic of each
country and celebrate the histories and trendsetting modern cultures that have been thousands of years in the making.
"For many of our guests, a cruise to Asia is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, so we build our itineraries to include multiple countries or in-depth
explorations of an area and create meaningful and deep encounters on every voyage," said Orlando Ashford, Holland America Line's president.
"Having such an extensive season allows us to visit those lesser-explored ports that offer an incredible glimpse into local cultures, along with the
must-see larger cities such as Hong Kong and Singapore that are equally as memorable and fulfilling."
Westerdam begins the season with a 13-day North Pacific Crossing from Vancouver, British Columbia, to Yokohama (Tokyo). The ship then begins a
series of voyages that explore the Far East, from Japan to Singapore.
The 13-day Japan and China cruises from Yokohama to Shanghai include three ports in Japan; three calls in China, including an overnight at Tianjin
(Beijing); and one call in South Korea. Westerdam's 14-day Taiwan and Japan cruise from Shanghai to Hong Kong starts with an overnight in
Shanghai and includes five ports in Japan; Manila, the Philippines; and two ports in Taiwan, with an overnight in Keelung (Taipei).
Westerdam's 14-day Far East Discovery cruises between Singapore and Hong Kong call at four ports in Vietnam, including an overnight in Da Nang;
Sihanoukville, Cambodia; Ko Samui and an overnight at Laem Chabang (Bangkok), Thailand.
The 14-day East Asia cruise is roundtrip from Hong Kong and includes two calls in China, including an overnight in Shanghai; two calls each in Japan
and Taiwan; and a call at Manila.
Celebrating the first cruise of 2020, Westerdam embarks on a 16-day Far East Discovery voyage Jan. 16 that follows the same itinerary but adds an
overnight in Hong Kong.
A Series of 14-Day Itineraries Continues the Ship's Asian Exploration
Westerdam's 14-day Taiwan and Japan cruise between Hong Kong and Shanghai visits the Philippines, South Korea, two ports in Taiwan and four
calls in Japan.
Cruising roundtrip from Shanghai, the China, South Korea and Japan cruise features four calls in China, including overnight calls at Shanghai and
Tianjin (Beijing), and two calls each in Japan and South Korea. The China Explorer from Hong Kong to Yokohama includes two ports in Japan and five
ports in China, with overnights in Tianjin (Beijing) and Shanghai.
Westerdam's Japan Explorer is a roundtrip Yokohama journey with six additional ports in Japan, including an overnight in Kobe (Osaka), and two calls
in Taiwan. Then a Japan and Russia itinerary roundtrip from Yokohama visiting an incredible eight ports in Japan and a northerly exploration up to
Vladivostok, Russia. The final cruise of the season is a 16-day North Pacific Crossing on April 25, 2020, from Yokohama to Vancouver.
Collectors' Voyages Offer Longer Explorations of the Region
Back-to-back cruises can be booked together to form a longer Collectors' Voyage that provides a more in-depth exploration of the world's largest
continent. Combining two itineraries, the Asia Collectors' Voyages range from 26 to 30 days and feature few if any repeating ports.
Asian Culture Comes to Life on Board with EXC Encounters & Shore Excursions
Throughout the cruises, EXC programming brings Asia's local traditions, culinary tastes and cultural experiences to life on board. Through EXC
Encounters, guests can participate in activities like transforming a piece of paper into origami art, perfecting chopstick skills, learning the etiquette of
local tea ceremonies, and exploring the poses and postures of the statues of Buddha.
Guests who want to learn more about the region can attend an EXC Talk by an EXC Guide about the ports of call, or head to an EXC Port to Table
cooking demonstration, cooking class or themed mixology class featuring local fare. The Dining Room and Lido Market also will showcase the flavors
of Asia.
Asia cruises feature a diverse selection of shore excursions that allow guests to immersively experience each port of call. Tours focus on culture,
history, nature, architecture, adventure, culinary topics and family outings. Exclusive culinary-themed shore excursions in partnership with FOOD &
WINE magazine showcase the regions' food scenes from a local perspective.
Asia cruise fares start at $949 per person, double occupancy. Taxes, fees and port expenses are additional. Several Asia sailings are eligible for
Holland America Line's Oceans of Extras promotion where travelers looking to plan ahead for next year can take advantage of up to a $600 shipboard
credit depending on the stateroom booked. Suite guests also receive a $100 beverage card and a Signature Dining Package including dinner in the

Pinnacle Grill and Canaletto. Guests receive all benefits when booking a stateroom on an eligible cruise from May 16 to June 30, 2019.
For more information about Holland America Line, consult a travel advisor, call 1-877-SAIL HAL (877-724-5425) or visit hollandamerica.com.
Find Holland America Line on Twitter, Facebook and the Holland America Blog. Access all social media outlets via the Online Communities quick link
on the home page at hollandamerica.com.
About Holland America Line [a division of Carnival Corporation and plc (NYSE: CCL and CUK)]
Holland America Line's fleet of 15 ships offers more than 500 cruises to more than 400 ports in 98 countries, territories or dependencies around the
world. From shorter getaways to 128-day itineraries, the company's cruises visit all seven continents, with highlights including Antarctica explorations,
South America circumnavigations, EXC In-Depth Voyages, Cuba cruises and exotic Australia & New Zealand and Asia voyages; two annual Grand
Voyages; and popular sailings to the Caribbean, Alaska, Mexico, Canada & New England, Europe and the Panama Canal. The line welcomed Nieuw
Statendam in December 2018. A third Pinnacle-class ship will be delivered in 2021.
The company's brand evolution in recent years secured its position as the leader in premium cruising. Fleetwide, the ships feature innovative initiatives
and a diverse range of enriching experiences focused on destination immersion and personalized travel. Guests can expand their knowledge through
exclusive partnerships with O, The Oprah Magazine and America's Test Kitchen and at unique BBC Earth live music and on-screen experiences.
Outstanding entertainment fills each evening at venues including Lincoln Center Stage, B.B. King's Blues Club, Rolling Stone Rock Room and
Billboard Onboard. The dining experience can be savored at a variety of restaurants with menus that feature selections from Holland America Line's
esteemed Culinary Council, comprising world-famous chefs who design dishes exclusively for guests.
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